
F.A.Q. Beekman Library 2018 Funding Vote 

Q. How will this budget affect my taxes?  

A. On average, you will pay 50 cents more per month. Currently the average household pays 
$75 a year or $6.25 a month.  The average, if the increase is approved, will be $81 a year or 
$6.75 a month for complete library services for your family. The exact amount you will pay 
depends on the assessed value of your home. For each $1,000 of assessed value, you will pay 
31 cents per year 

Q. Why do you need this increase?  

 A. The library needs additional funds to meet increased demand for programs, library materials 
including eBooks, technology upgrades and to maintain great library service. 

Q. Didn’t you just have a budget vote? Why do you need another one? 

A. Our last budget vote was in 2015. The NY State tax cap law applies to libraries, therefore we 
will need to ask for smaller more frequent increases to keep up with the cost of providing 
materials and services to the community.  

 Q. Why doesn’t the library do fundraising or seek more grants & donations instead of 
increasing my taxes? 

 A In 2016 the Library raised close $49,000 through fundraising, donations, fees, room rental 
and grants. Unfortunately we can’t rely on these forms of funding since they fluctuate from 
year to year, and in many cases they are not available to be used for operating 
expenses.  Grants provide money that is intended to be spent on a specific use.  Donations, 
also, can come with spending instructions.  So for the bulk of our expenses, we need to use our 
annual funding. 

Q. I don't even use the library, why should I pay for it? 

 A. Good question.We are asking non-users to look at the library as a vital community service. A 
community-supported library plays a large part in a thriving community. The bottom line for 
you, whether short or long term, is a thriving community has a direct affect on your home's 
value. For $6 more a year, the increase in library funding is money well spent. Additionally, 
most people that use the library not only pay the same taxes you do, but donate additionally 
through our much needed fundraisers and/or with volunteering their time. 

Please Vote 
General Election Day –Tuesday, November 7, 2017 

YOU MUST FLIP OVER THE BALLOT TO VOTE ON THE LIBRARY BUDGET 

 



BEEKMAN LIBRARY 

Proposed INCOME & EXPENDITURES 

2018 

 

      

      

INCOME    

Public Funds     

 Town Funding   $ 405,000    

 U.V. Town Funding        29,250    

 State Funding          4,215    

 Total Public Funds    $  438,465  

Funds From Other Sources    

 Grants, Donations        11,450    

 Fundraising        10,400    

 Interest on Investments         2,000    

 Library Charges        13,400    

       

 Total Funds From Other Sources   37,250 

      

 TOTAL INCOME    $  475,715  

      

EXPENDITURES    

Salaries & Benefits      271,000    

Collections        54,000    

Building Operations & Maintenance       39,020    

Miscellaneous     

  (includes accountant, attorney, continuing 
ed, computers, internet,  postage, 
printers, phones, programs) 

   

    

       53,620    

MHLS Contract: Circulation, Delivery, Licenses       10,400    

Mortgage        47,675    

      

 TOTAL EXPENDITURES        475,715  

      

     

 


